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and the non-remarriage of widows, are essential to all high-
caste ways. Below the high caste you may follow any rule
of life that the members of your own circle will accept. But
it is to be remembered that there are countless high-caste
Hindus who read the ancient writings, observe the ancient
rules, sing psalms of praise and content, who do their duty
and ponder deeply on their Godhead, and all the works of
the Almighty, and further that a good Brahmin is a very
righteous, merciful man indeed. He has often other sides
to his character as well.

UNTOXJGHABIHTY AND TEMPLE ENTRY

A great deal has been heard in the last few years of
'untouchability', 'depressed classes', and now since the good
Mr- Gandhi has thought well to throw a great apple of
discord into a sea already troubled enough, comes-to us
'temple entry5.

The depressed classes and their origins have been out-
lined, and the 'untouchables' are those millions of the
former category who are the lowest (not necessarily the
poorest) of the latter classes, whose origin is veiled in some
obscurity, but who are largely black as distinct from white
turned brown by ages of sun. They, condemned from
earliest days to the menial offices of society and the un-
pleasant trades, are outcaste beyond belief. Now many
reformers have arisen in Hindu life through the ages,
urging the equality before God of the human being, and
have founded sects, many of which survive, but orthodox
Hinduism would have none of it. The doctrine of Karma
is too strong, and the high position in spiritual life and
prospects of the high caste are so marvellous, that it cannot
be abandoned.

Gandhi has urged that the depressed classes must be
brought more near the centre of the shade and considera-
tion under the Hindu umbrella. He has urged that they
be admitted to the same temples as the high caste. How the
Viceroy has refused a bill enabling temple entry to be